The Sons of Liberty, an organisation of American patriots was formed to protect the rights of As if to accentuate the failings of the USA health care system in general, the APHA conference website displayed a list of data showing: the USA, in comparison to all other developed countries is ranked only 17 th in health status; has the highest death rate by violence, and the second highest death rate for heart and lung disease. [1] About 75% of US Afghanistan killed themselves daily. It is estimated that more GIs deployed in these two wars will ultimately die from suicide rather than from combat. [8] It was sad to be encountered by dirty and dishevelled veterans on the streets of Boston during the conference period begging, Periodic exposure to the failings as well as to the successes of the American health care system provides a useful lesson to Australian health authorities and politicians about keeping our system effective and efficient. The best advice is for Australia to avoid copying the USA health system! The massive disparity in America between the 'haves and have nots'
highlights the importance of ensuring we continue to provide an equitable system with accessible and affordable health care for all our citizens.
The importance of health related policies with a much stronger focus on prevention is a message that needs continual reinforcement. The ongoing role and obligation of the Australian health promotion fraternity to provide leadership in this area will never diminish.
It is worth looking to the past to see what can be achieved.
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